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MUNICIPAL RAILWAY OF SAN FRANCISCO CAR 1242 
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As photographed at speed by Tom Grey just 


north of Broadway station in Burlingame, 
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SAN FRANCISCO & SAN MATEO RAILWAY COMPANY 
Car number 13 a single truck car used in San Francisco service 
Express car 52 with funeral car "Cypress Lawn" at Daly City 
Car number 21 a double truck car used to Holy Cross Cemetery 
Photographs courtesy Chas. Smallwood 
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"HISTORY OF THE 40-LINE" 





The story of the interurban street car line between San 
Francisco and San Mateo dates back to 1890 when the franchise 
for what was to be the first electric street car operation in 
San Francisco was granted for the San Francisco and San Mateo 
Railroad Company. The line started at Market and Steuart 
Streets thense over Steuart, Harrison, Bryant, Fourteenth, 
Guerrero and San Jose Road to the County Line. The line was 
opened for service as far as Thirtieth Street on July 29, 1891, 
and further extensions were opened from time to time until the 
line was completed to Baden in San Mateo County early in 1893. 
The companies lines included a branch over Eighteenth Street 
to Golden Gate Park now the route of the 33 trolley coach. 

The line was double tracked as far as 30th, but the Baden line 
and the 18th Street branch were single track with frequent 
turn outs. 

Outstanding points of construction were first a high 
trestle over Second Street to save a climb on Rincon Hill; 
Second was the switch-back on the 18th Street branch by which 
the line went up the lower slopes of Twin Peaks; Third was a 
trestle over a dry ravine on Diamond Street; and last was a 
underpass under the Southern Pacific tracks at the cemetaries. 

The power house was situated a block off San Jose Road 
on Sunnyside with the carbarn adjoining it. The equipment 
consisted of California type cars, that is open sections at 
both ends with a closed center section. Single truck cars 
26 feet long were used on the service as far as 30th Street, 
but larger double truck cars 28 feet long made the run to 
Baden. 

The line did not meet expenses, however, and the bond- 
holders sold the line on April 11, 1896, at which time the 
line was 21 miles long, had 30 motor cars and 3 trailers. 


The new owners renamed the line the San Francisco And 
San Mateo “lectric Railway. The company purchased 40 new 
cars and replaced tne 50-pound rail downtown with 85-pound 
rail in 1897, and relaid the country line with 60-pound rail 
in 1899, The new owners went ahead with plans to extend 
the line to San Mateo and in May, 1900, obtained the franchise 
to operate on the city streets of San hateo. 

The prospects were so bright that on May 18, 1901, the 
line was sold at a profit to a group of Baltimore capitalists 
who were later to form the United Railroads of San Francisco, 
The new management went ahead with the construction of the 
extension to San Mateo and spoke of extensions to San Jose 
and up the east side of the Bay to Yakland. 


On March 20, 1002 the United Railroads of San Francisco 
took over the San Francisco and San “ateo Electric Railway 
as a consolidation of the San Francisco and San “ateo Electric 
Railway, Market Street Railway, Sutter Street Railway and the 
Sutro Railroad, 

The construction to San Mateo proceeded at an even more 
rapid rate and on December 31, 1902, the line was opened for 
service to beat a franchise deadline of January 1, 1903. The 
line had not been completed for part of the line was still 
single track and the 19 new car ordered for the lines had not 
yet arrived. Shuttle service was started between Holy Cross 
and San Mateo on an hourly headway with car 583 being the first 
regular car. Running time was 35 to 40 minutes and some 900 
passengers rode the line on New Years Day, 1903, 
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Soon after the unification of the lines under the United 
Railroads the cars to the Cemeteries had been routed down 
Mission Street to Onodaga to Ocean to San Jose Road. When 
the first of the 19 new cars arrived from the east on September 
7, 1903, it was proposed to run direct service via this route 
to San Mateo. In November when the cars were finally put in 
service this proposal became a reality. These 19 cars that 
first opened through service to San Mateo were and are the 
1225-1244 which operated the line though January 15, 1948, 

The prospects of connecting with the Peninsular Railway 
which was building north from San Jose prompted the United 
Railroads to purchase twelve large interurban cars in February 
of 1907 which had been built for the Philadelphia and Western. 
The cars were placed in service almost immediately on the 
through run to San Mateo and the 1200's were transferred to the 
run to the Cemeteries which then carried the raute number 14, 

A headway of 15 minutes between cars was maintained on 
weekdays thereafter with a 10 minute headway on Sundays. The 
line carried huge loads over the weekends with one survey stat- 
ing that over 200 passengers were carried per trip during the 
busy hours on Sundays---this with a 54 passenger car, 


The first bus competition started May 23, 1915, with the 
Peninsular Rapid Transit, and by 1916 well organized jitne 
service was running from San Francisco to San Mateo as wel 
as locally between San “ateo and Burlingame. The jitney 
was soon put under control though still exists today on Mission 
Street in San Francisco from Geneva to the Ferries. The 
Peninsula Rapid Transit later became part of the Pacific Grey- 
hound Lines and competition continued to the end with the busses 
slowly taking over, 


In 1919 a reorganization of the United Railroads of San 
Francisco resulted in the Market Street Railway taking over 
the properties. The new management talked of extensions to 
Pacific City and to Bersford, but these did not proceed beyond 
the planning stage. The line saw some improvement, however, 
with the reconstruction and relocation between Colma and 
Cypress Lawn Cemetery in 1926-27 in connection with a highway 
project at a cost to the railway of $110,000, 


As further steps in modernization the 1200 series cars were 
rebuilt and three cars from other series, 1715, 1716 and 1722, 
were converted to suburban service. The big interurban cars, 
numbers 1 to 12, which had been labled "Big Subs" by the carmen, 
were retired, stored for a number of years and finally burned. 


The depression of 1929 saw the line face further competit- 
ion when the Southern Pacific, which had previously held its 
one-way fares above that of the electric line, lowered its 
fare to San Mateo to 25¢, the same as charged on the electric 
cars. The Market Street Railway at first offered a 30¢ round 
trip effective on Wednesdays only, and later established a 40/¢ 
roundtrip at all times, 


In 1936 highway construction again caused the tracks to 
be relaid with the entire line through Daly City being shifted 
and new pavement laid. Soon after the Market Street Railway 
reconstructed its tracks on downtown Mission Street over which 
the 40 line operated. 


In 1937 local bus competition in San Mateo and Burlingame 
commenced with the first schedules of the San Mateo-Burlingame 
Transit along the route of the street cars. 
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MARKET STREET RAILWAY 
Car 1241 after rebuilding southbound 
Car 1716, a rebuilt car for two man s 
Car 960 in shuttle service at San Mat 
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With the coming of World War II the Market Street Railway 
aas faced with a serious shortage of help and on order of the 
Office of Defense Transportation service after 8:00 p.m. in 
the evening was discontinued. Service was restored as far 
south as San Bruno to serve the Navy base at Tanforan with a 
shuttle car connecting with the 14 line at Daly City. This 
service was soon made one-man operated using 900 type city 
cars, and on August 15, 1943, one-man operation was placed in 
effect on the base service to San Mateo. Shuttle cars using 
900 type city equipment operated between San Mateo and Daly 
city where passengers were transferred to the 14 line. During 
morning and evening rush hours two-man cars using the 1200 
class cars gave through service to Fifth and Market. 


In 1944 the City of San Francisco voted to purchase the 
Market Street Railway including the interurban line to San 
Mateo, and on September 29, 1944, the Municipal Railway of 
San Francisco took -over operation. On December 24th of the 
game year two-man through service was restored to the 40 line 
although evening service operated only as far as San Bruno, 

On March 4, 1945, evening service was restored and the 
line was rerouted off of Mission Street downtown at Valencia 
down Valencia to 14th Street thense down 14th back to Mission 
to avoid the heavy traffic and save some six to eight minutes 
of travel time. Full 20-minute headway was restored and the 
remaining 17 cars of the 1200 class were repainted Municipal 
Railway colors, being the first of the Market cars to be so 
painted, 


In August, 1947, the 1200 class cars began to give out 
and faced with declining revenues base service was again cut 
back to shuttle service between Daly City and San Mateo al- 
though this time two-man 1200 class cars were used. During 
the rush hours through service was also given, but during 
the mid-day, evenings and Sundays patrons were forced to 
transfer at Yaly City to 14 line cars for downtown San Fran- 
cisco. 


In December of 1948 the decision was finally reached 
by the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to abandon service 
on the interurban line entirely, This decision was coupled 
with plans to abandon street car service on Mission Street 
also which would have barred entrance into downtown San 
Francisco for the suburban cars except by a circuitous route 
via the Twin Peaks Tunnel. Plans for a Mission Street 
subway caused it to be stated that the right of way to Burl- 
ingame would be retained, but operations, it was decided, 
were to end in the early morning of January 16, 1949. 


Maybe this is the end of the 40 line. Plans drawn by 
traffic engineers from time to time have shown a subway line 
out Mission Street these via private right of way through 
Bernal Cut and over the old S.P. line to connect with the 
40 line right of way at Holy Cross thense to Burlingame, 
Perhaps a rapid transit line may someday be built, but until 
then the right of way of the 40 line will lie idle or be 
converted to a local roadway. That last eight miles of 
street operation from Daly City to Fifth and Market killed 
effective operation, and remains a barrier to a rebirth of 
electric railway operation down the Peninsular, 


FRANCIS A. GUIDO 
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THE ROUTE OF THE 40 LINE 


The original almost S-shaped route to the cemeteries as 
described in the text was altered by the United Railroads to 
the line to Fifth and Market. The route via Onodadaga, Ocean 
and San Jose Streets was soon altered to run via Mission 
Street from Fifth Street to Daly City. Thereafter there 
were no further changes in San Francisco until 1945 when the 
cars were rerouted via Valencia between 14th and 28th streets, 
This route was abandoned in 1947 with the end of street car 


service on Valencia and the rush hour cars were routed down 
Mission again, 


Down the Peninsular the operation was on Mission Street 
through Daly City thense on private right of way to Burlingame 
Avenue in Burlingame, The private right of way just south of 
Daly City originally was a side of the road affair, but in 
1926 the line was relocated to a center strip between the 101 
highway lanes as far as Cypress Lawn. From Cypress Lawn 
Cemetery to Holy Cross Cemetery the line was on the east 
side of Mission Road crossing over the highway at Holy Cross 
and paralleling the Southern Pacific the rest of the way to 
Burlingame, At Burlingame the 40 line again ran on city 
streets via California Drive, San Mateo Drive, Baldwin Avenue, 
B Street, Third Avenue to the Southern Pacific depot in San 
Mateo, Outbound the cars went via Second Avenue, B Street, 
Baldwin Avenue, Ellsworth, Poplar Avenue, San Mateo Drive 
and California Drive back to the private right of way. 


Along the cemeteries the 40 line had several connecting 
street car lines, Originally the Mt Olivet Cemetery had a 
private line connecting just North of the S.P. underpass, but 
this line was later relocated to connect with the 40-line at 
a point $ mile south where the Mt Olivet built its own under-’ 
pass, The original Mt Olivet line was in City streots, but 
the line as rebuilt was on private right of way. The Mt 
Olivet operated until 1926 as a free car no fares being charged, 


At WoodlawaCemetery there was a branch line, which was used 
for funeral cars, but no regular service is knowh to have been 
operated over it. Funeral cars were operated for a number of 
years over the street railway lines and these cars also ran 
over the Mt Olivet and Woodlawn lines, The United Railroads 
and Market Street Railway had three cars fitted for this service 


At Holy Cross the South San Francisco Railroad and Power 
Company operated its line along the county road and Grand Aver 
to the meat packing plants of South San Francisco, The porti 
along the county road was abandoned about 1902 and a connection 
with the 40 line was made at Lepsic Junction at the foot of 
Grand Avenue. The Market Street Railway operated the line for) 
a number of years and operations were abandoned December 31, 
1938. 


At Burlingame another connecting line was the Burlingame 
Railway which operated from Broadway Station about a mile and 
a half to the top of Hillside Drive. This line was built in 
1913 and was operated by a single car powered by storage 
batteries, The line was strictly a real estate promotion 


and was abandoned in 1917. THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
For the Western Railfan 


The Western Railroader © Page eight gga tte: ag 
.o. 6e 
SAN Mateo, CALIFORNIA 





